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Statement of Intent to Participate
in
Development of Digital Social Studies Course for 8th Grade
January 10, 2013


SOCRATES, in consultation and coordination with The Partnership for Collaborative Curriculum, is initiating a collaborative project to design Minnesota Social Studies curriculum that would (1) be a web-accessible resource for teachers and (2) not require ongoing print purchase from publishers. This is the continuation of social studies digital curriculum project aligned to Minnesota state standards through The Partnership for Collaborative Curriculum with 6th and 7th grade digital curriculum in the development or pilot phases.

This statement of intent enrolls districts in writing, reviewing and piloting 8th grade social studies curriculum. The intention is to have a minimum of 10 school districts participating.

School districts that join the partnership for this phase of work will benefit from: 
· a proven development and support infrastructure 
· immediate access to curriculum (as opposed to access after pilot year when it becomes open source),
· influence in design,
· ability to make refinements and additions for implementation within the district, and
· ongoing access to refinements and additions made by others in the collaborative.

School districts wishing to participate in the Development of 8th Grade Digital Social Studies Course are asked to sign this form and return no later than February 15, 2013.  

By signing the form, the participating school district agrees to:
· Communicate project benefits to stakeholders and decision-makers within the district.
· Identify an individual to act as the district contact.
· Share in development costs. All districts will be billed $2000.
· Facilitate access to technology for teachers identified as part of the writing team. Writing team members will be paid a stipend.
· Facilitate training for piloting teachers/classrooms.
· Provide technical support and access to technology for teachers ultimately using the resource.
· Understand that what is produced is not the intellectual property of any individual or district.
· Recognize the need for flexibility and compromise in initial course design.
· Understand the Minnesota State Standards will guide curriculum decisions.
· Promise to abide by the direction of an expert council should any dispute arise in course design.


By signing the form, SOCRATES agrees to:
· Host the electronic curriculum on its Moodle server.  
· Manage the communication with district contacts.
· Facilitate decision-making across the partnership.
· Serve as fiscal host for the project.
· Hire and coordinate the writing team.
· Develop a timeline for project completion.
· Coordinate technical support, online training courses in designing digital curriculum, and coaching for writing team members.
· Coordinate training design for piloting teachers/districts/classrooms.

*The Partnership for Collaborative Curriculum (http://bit.ly/innovativeinstruction) is a statewide umbrella for groups of districts working together to create and share digital curriculum as a project of the Minnesota Learning Commons (http://mnlearningcommons.org).  

Agreements:
Participating districts:

_____________________________ is declaring our commitment to participate in Development of Digital Social Studies Courses and abide by all aspect of this statement of intent.

Authorized signature: ____________________________ 	Date:  ____________

Name and Title: _______________________________________________________

District Steering Team Member: _______________________________________

Phone: ____________________		Email: ______________________________

SOCRATES is declaring our commitment to participate as the convener and manager Development of Digital Social Studies Courses and abide by all aspect of this statement of intent.

Authorized signature: ____________________________ 	Date:  ____________

Name and Title: _______________________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN TO:

SOCRATES  Attn:  Glenn Morris
2075 Lookout Drive
Mankato, Mn 56003
Fax:  507.389.1772

Questions can be directed to Karen M Johnson at kmjohnson@projectsocrates.org or 651-894-2425.  

An electronic alert that the agreement will be arriving by mail or a scanned, signed copy may be sent to gmorris@mnscsc.org
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